URBAN AND PERI-URBAN FARMING
This is the growing, cultivating, processing, and distributing of food and other produce through intensive plant cultivation and animal husbandry within a city or town boundary to generate revenue.
It is the cultivation of crops and rearing of animals for food and other uses within and surrounding the boundaries of the cities 
The main components of urban and peri-urban farming.
1. Urban and peri-urban horticulture and crop production; this involves the growing of mushrooms, medicinal plants, ornamental crops in home gardens.
2. Urban and peri-urban animal husbandry; (piggery, poultry, and cattle zero grazing).
3. Urban and peri-urban forestry. (tree growing)
4. Urban and peri-urban acquaculture. (Fish farming).
Examples Of Urban Farms
1. Backyard gardens.
2. Street and roadside trees
3. Roof top gardens
4. Container gardens
5. Greenbelt agriculture
6. Greenhouse agriculture
7. Hedgerows having edible plants.
8. Soil-filled sacks/bags
9. Soil-filled wooden boxes
10. Schoolyard gardens.
11. Trellis/fence farms.
12. Vegetable gardens
13. Aquaponics
14. Aquiculture/Hydroponics/Tank farming, (growing crops in tanks of water containing dissolved nutrients but no soil.
Sites For Urban Gardens(production sites)
1. 
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2. backyards
3. Vacant lots 
4. Parking yards
5. Private or public spaces
6. Rooftops
7. Parks 
8. Private and public spaces
9. Street and road sides.
10. In greenhouses.
11. Below power lines.
12. Communal land.
13. In rivers.
14. On river banks.
15. Along railways.
16. On road strips
17. On open spaces.
18. In school gardens.
19. In fishponds.
20. On balconies.
21. In containers
22. On home gardens.


ADVANTAGES OF BEING AN URBAN FARMER
1. Urban farmers are closer to market.
2. They are closer to each other.
3. They are closer to supportive organization.
4. Farmers can easily share resources, training,
5. Farmers can easily cooperate/ collaborate.
Other terms that can be used to refer to urban farming
1. Market gardening
2. Commercial urban farming
3. Entrepreneurial urban farming
CHARACTERISTICS OF URBAN FARMING
1. The gardens are small in size due to limited space.
2. It is labour intensive, it relies mostly on human labour due to the small size of the garden limit machine use.
3. It involve growing of high value crops e.g mushrooms, garlic, onions, moringa, neem etc.  to best utilize the small space.
4. It involve intensive cultivation of crops for high yields.
5. Mainly uses organic inputs but some chemicals can be used.
6. It depends heavily on irrigation rather than rainfall.
7. High yields are obtained.
BENEFITS OF URBAN AND  PERI-URBAN FARMING
Economic Benefits of urban and peri-urban farming.
1. It is a source of revenue to the town councils through taxing production and marketing activities.
2. It reduces waste materials by utilizing them as compost manure.
3. It improves access to consumer markets i.e farmers have ready market for their products at very inviting prices.
4. When urban farmers utilize public spaces for farming,It reduces maintenance costs for the city.
5. It reduces costs of transporting food from rural areas since the gardens area near the markets.
6. It reduces costs of packaging and storage of food items since marketing is immediate.
7. It increases local employment e.g in land scaping, designing, greenhouse construction, urban farming, and retailing.
8. It ensures utilization of under-utilised areas e.g verandahs, home compounds rooftops, roadside, and vacant land.
9. Rooftop gardens increase roof durability, reduce heating, protect against Ultra Violet Rays, lengthen roof life span, reduce temperature fluctuation, 
10. It offers opportunities for treating industrial wastes and water through re-using it in farming.
11. It attract new businesses such as agricultural equipment industries, processing facilities, restaurants, shops and markets. In the area.
Environmental benefits of urban and peri-urban farming.
1. The area required to produce food and manage waste in the city is reduced.
2. There is reduced urban heat island effect.
3. Rooftops retain up to 100% of the precipitation, this reduces water erosion and minimizes irrigation requirements.
4. Rooftops also reduce glare (bright disturbing light from iron sheets), noise due to raindrops, wind, increase biodiversity, and can use sustainable technologies.
5. It reduces methane emission from compostable waste in landfills.
6. It reduces transport requirements, use of non-renewable energy, greenhouse gas emission, and improved air quality.
7. Organic agricultural and landscaping practices minimize introduction of harmful chemicals into city soil and water.
Health and social benefits of urban and peri-urban farming.
1. It increases opportunity to access healthy food for low income earners. 
2. Heightened sense of community: increases social opportunities in the form of community gardening, mentoring programs, shopping at farmer’s markets and harvest festivals.
3. Improves health from eating locally grown produce.
4. Increases physical activity and recreational opportunities (urban farming is done as a leisure activity but in so doing the farmer makes exercise to keep fit).
5. There is food security in case of economic (import related) or natural disaster.
6. Urban farms and gardens meet public open space requirements and preserve the community’s natural heritage.
7. Rooftops are typically underutilized; they can, therefore, provide accessible land tenure for urban farmers/gardeners.
8. Urban farmers can assist in protecting public spaces from unofficial uses like informal re-zoning .
Problems caused by urban and peri-urban farming.
1. It may cause environmental health risks due to inappropriate agricultural practices.
2. It increases competition for land, water, energy, and labour with other economic activities.
3. It increases environmental pollution due the crop residues and animal wastes.
4. The activities involved in urban and peri-urban farming congestion and traffic challenges in the urban areas.
5. It inconveniences the neighbours with the odours and noise from the animals.
6. It reduces the environmental capacity for  absorption due to increased wastes from farming and competition for space for waste disporsal.
Challenges of urban farming
1. There is limited space in the cities and towns.
2. The high level of pollution from industries.
3. There is increased risk of disease transmission from animals to people.
4. Theft and vandalism of crops and animals due to overcrowding in those areas
5. Lack of policy and regulations addressing urban farming in statutory plans.
6. High cost of inputs such as irrigation water and labour in urban areas.
7. Possible noise, dust, traffic, pesticide use, a and odour associated with farming activities.
8. An increase in real or perceived risks to health and safety. Problems arise when food crops are grown on soils contaminated with heavy metals and other toxic materials and irrigated with polluted water.
9. Lack of appreciation of the regulatory and farming realities.
10. Interference from urban management authorities. The complaints from neighbors attract city authourity concerns.
11. Lack of licensing specific to the nature and operations of farming businesses.
12. Restrictions on the selling of from farm sites.
13. Restrictions on keeping small livestock and farm animals (e.g chickens and bees)
14. Restrictions on farm structures such as green houses and storage sheds.
How to encourage the adoption of uban farming in urban and peri-urban areas.
1. By incorporating urban gardens into integrated storm water management plans and liquid waste management plans.
2. Providing school aged children living in urban areas a hands-on farm experience.
3. Supplying compost manure from collected garbage for free to urban farmers.
4. Supporting commercialization of food produced in the cities to enhance garden’s self-sufficiency.
5. By providing urban farmers with credit facilities to help urban farmer purchase inputs.
6. By providing space for urban gardens on condition that ecological modes of production are used along with adherence to food safety regulations.
7. Creating permanent sites for famers’ markets throughout the city, incorporate necessary utilities, parking, and loading areas into the design and provide these facilities at minimal cost.
8. Support public-private partnership between city councils and urban farmers to establish stable agricultural activities in and the cities.
9. By providing incentives to schools, hospitals, military centers and other land owner to promote food production on their grounds.
10. By reviewing city by-laws governing the keeping of livestock and other animals within the city.
11. By establishing a municipal agricultural land bank to link available land with people wishing to carry out farming on it, and regulate it by municipal ordinance through issuing temporary licenses to the users.
12. By incorporating urban agriculture into new developments by increasing the availability of tax credits for developers who incorporate urban agriculture into their designs in the city.
13. By designating per-urban agricultural zones in city development plans as part of green belts or green corridors.
14. By providing security to urban farmers.
15. The city authorities should partner with local gardening organizations to promote urban agriculture demonstration gardens and education service to farmers
URBAN FARMING
This is any type of farming carried out in urban centres like towns, municipals and cities.  Farming carried out in areas close to urban centres is called Peri - urban farming.
It involves growing of annual crops and rearing animals
Forms of urban farming
Importance of urban farming
· Reduces urban poverty
· Provides employment to urban dwellers
· Provides food to urban people
· Reduces pollution of urban centres through the use of wastes
· Ensures supply of cheap fresh farm products
· Improves nutrition amongst the urban dwellers
· Ensures deity diversification for urban dwellers
· Ensures supply of fresh fruits and vegetables to urban people
· reduces costs of living in urban centres for practicing farmers
Advantages of urban farming
· Requires less initial capital
· Short production cycle hence quick profits
· Use of wastes ensures high yields per acre
· There is ready market for produce
· Reduces waste management costs in towns
· Production costs are low when kitchen and other wastes are used as inputs
· easy access to scientific practices and extension services ensures high yields
Challenges to urban farming
· Limited space of production in urban areas
· Easy spread of pests and diseases due to free movement of animals
· Accidents to animals that loiter urban centres
· Poor disposal of wastes from industries can pollute soils
· Theft of produce due to limited supervision
· Control of urban farming by urban authorities
· limited support to urban farming by government and authorities
· Easy spread of zoonotic diseases
· It requires high initial capital
· It requires intensive labor
Micro gardens; these are small spaces where urban farming can be carried out. The farming can be carried in the following places
Around homesteads
In parks
Along roads
Along railways
School grounds
Hospital grounds
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